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need to protect themselves and complete
their mission. It also provides for the contin-
ued pursuit of Al Qaida and other terrorist
elements in Afghanistan and elsewhere. And
it reflects our core mission in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan by providing funding to accelerate
efforts to train and equip Iraqi and Afghan
forces, so they can assume greater responsi-
bility for their own security, and our troops
can return home with the honor they have
earned.

Other important funding in this emer-
gency request includes resources to seize the
opportunity to build peace and democracy
in the Middle East, to continue helping na-
tions affected by the tsunamis, and to address
other unforeseen needs.

I urge the Congress to move quickly so
our troops and diplomats have the tools they
need to succeed.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Fiscal Year 2005
Supplemental Appropriations for
Ongoing Military and Intelligence
Operations and Selected Other
International Activities

February 14, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Today, I am submitting a request for fiscal
year 2005 supplemental appropriations of
$81.9 billion for ongoing military and intel-
ligence operations in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Free-
dom, and selected other international activi-
ties, including tsunami relief and reconstruc-
tion. This request reflects urgent and essen-
tial requirements. I ask the Congress to ap-
propriate the funds as requested and
promptly send the bill to me for signature.

These funds will support U.S. Armed
Forces and Coalition partners as we advance
democracy, fight the insurgency, and train
and equip Iraqi security forces so that they
can defend their sovereignty and freedom.
In Afghanistan, our Armed Forces continue
to track down terrorists, help the Afghan peo-
ple rebuild their country, and train and equip
Afghan security forces so that Afghanistan,
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too, may continue to take control of its demo-
cratic future.

My request will provide funds needed to
repair, refurbish, and procure equipment
needed by the Armed Forces to win the War
on Terror. In addition, this request will fund
the Army’s Modularity plan to restructure
three brigades deploying to Iraq.

Finally, this request will assist the Palestin-
ians as they build a democratic state, will pro-
vide relief for the humanitarian crisis in
Darfur, and will support relief, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction efforts in countries dev-
astated by the recent Indian Ocean tsunami.

I hereby designate the specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. I urge the Congress not
to attach to this proposal items that are not
directly related to these emergencies abroad.
The details of the request are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Memorandum on Determination To
Waive Military Coup-Related
Provisions of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations
Act, 2005, With Respect to Pakistan

February 15, 2005

Presidential Determination No. 2005-21

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination to Waive Military
Coup-Related Provisions of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2005, with
Respect to Pakistan

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including Public Law 107-57, as
amended, I hereby determine and certify,
with respect to Pakistan, that a waiver of any
provision of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2005 (Division D, Public Law 108—
447), that prohibits direct assistance to the
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government of any country whose duly elect-
ed head of government was deposed by de-
cree or military coup:

e would facilitate the transition to demo-

cratic rule in Pakistan; and

e is important to United States efforts to

respond to, deter, or prevent acts of
international terrorism.

Accordingly, I hereby waive, with respect
to Pakistan, any such provision.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress and
to arrange for its publication in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Remarks in a Discussion on
Strengthening Social Security in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire

February 16, 2005

The President. Thanks for coming. Hi,
John. It’s nice to be back with friends. Thank
you all for being here. We're here to talk
about a vital issue, and that is Social Security.
But before I do, I want to say hello to some
folks, maybe talk about a few other things.
And then we’'ll get our panel involved.

Before I begin on other things, I just want
you to know what I think my job is, to con-
front problems, and not to pass them on. And
so, as you hear a discussion about issues, I
hope you keep that in mind. I believe a lead-
er ought to, when they see a problem, ad-
dress it head on and not say, “Okay, we'll
wait for somebody else to take care of the
problem.” That’s what we're here to discuss.

First, I want to really thank your Senators
from the great State of New Hampshire, Sen-
ator Judd Gregg and Senator John Sununu.
I appreciate their leadership. I appreciate
their advice. I appreciate the fact that they're
willing to jump on Air Force One anytime
I come to New Hampshire, for a free ride.
[Laughter] Judd is in charge of the budget
for the United States Senate. Believe me, he
brings a sharp New Hampshire eye to the
budget process, and that’s good. I'm looking
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forward to working with him. He'll be a great
budget leader.

I want to thank the speaker of the house,
Speaker Scamman, and the president of the
New Hampshire Senate for joining us. Thank
you, members, for being here. I'm proud
you're here. I want to wish my friend Com-
missioner Dick Flynn a happy birthday.
Today is his birthday. I want to thank the
State and local officials who are here, appre-
ciate you coming.

I want to thank Reggie Wright. I met—
where’s Reggie? Yes, Mr. Wright, thank you
for coming. Reggie Wright is 81 years old—
or will be 81 on Monday. He is a volunteer
at the veterans hospital, and I appreciate
that. The Portsmouth Veterans Affairs Com-
munity Based Outpatient Clinic, right here
in—that’s a long word, but anyway—a long
series of words—here at Pease. And I appre-
ciate his volunteering.

See, here’s the thing about volunteering.
If you volunteer to make your community
a better place, youre adding to the great
compassion of America. And so, for those of

you who are taking time out of your life to

help feed the hungry or provide shelter for
the homeless or love somebody who hurts,
I want to thank you for being a soldier in
the army of compassion. Thank you for set-
ting such a good example, Reggie. I appre-
ciate that.

I'm getting ready to go to Europe, and I'm
looking forward to it. I'm looking forward to
talking about how we can work together to
extend freedom around the world so that the
world is more peaceful for generations to
come. I'm looking forward to reminding the
people of Europe that there has been some
amazing events in the march of freedom, if
you think about it. The Afghan people went
to the polls in the millions to vote for a new
leader, and that is important, providing an
example for others to show what can happen
when people are given a chance to live in
a free society. Free societies are peaceful so-
cieties. Democracies produce peaceful na-
tions. And the elections of Afghanistan—I
hope you found them as hopeful as I did,
and I'm convinced many in the—on the con-
tinent of Europe found hopeful as well.

I will remind them about what happened
in Iraq. It was a grand moment when millions



